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BACKGROUND 

Statutory amendments to the A+ Scholarship, Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program, and Public Safety 

Officer or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant were enacted during the 2018 legislative session.  Revisions to 

student financial assistance program administrative rules are required to maintain alignment between 

department policy and the amended statutes.  This item seeks approval of the proposed administrative rule 

revisions.  

House Bill 1744 revised the A+ Schools statute (§ 160.545.8(1), RSMo) to provide eligibility for students who 

attend an A+ designated high school in any three years prior to graduation.  Previously the law required students 

to attend an A+ designated high school for the three years immediately preceding graduation.  Students must 

still graduate from an A+ designated high school to be eligible.  This section of the bill included an emergency 

clause in order allow this change to apply to otherwise eligible 2018 high school seniors. 

House Bill 1744 also amended the Access Missouri statute (§ 173.1102, RSMo) to create a new category of 

eligible institutions titled “virtual institutions.”  To be an approved virtual institution, an institution must meet 

specified criteria, such as being recognized by gubernatorial executive order, establishing a permanent 

presence in the state, enrolling at least 1,000 Missouri residents, and employing at least 25 Missouri residents 

on a full-time basis.  The bill also requires that an approved virtual institution maintain continuous satisfaction 

of all eligibility criteria in order for students attending the institution to be eligible to receive an Access Missouri 

award.  This provision was effective on August 28, 2018, and currently only extends eligibility to students 

attending Western Governors University Missouri. 

Senate Bill 807 amended the Public Safety Officer or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant statute (§ 173.260.1, 

RSMo) to expand eligibility to specified air ambulance personnel, emergency medical technicians, and 

uniformed employees of the state fire marshal’s office.  This provision was effective on August 28, 2018. 

CURRENT STATUS 

Marked up copies of the pertinent sections of the following administrative rules are attached.  Material to be 

deleted is italicized and surrounded by brackets.  New material is in bold typeface. 

• A+ Scholarship Program (6 CSR 10-2.190) 

• Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program (6 CSR 10-2.150) 

• Institutional Eligibility for Student Participation (6 CSR 10-2.140) 

• Public Safety Officer or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant (6 CSR 10-2.100)  

The administrative rule process includes a 30-day comment period during which input can be provided.  The 

proposed amendments to these rules are narrowly focused for the sole purpose of implementing the related 

statutory changes.  Consequently, additional input and comment was not solicited prior to seeking Coordinating 

Board approval.   

Although the statutory amendments directly affect only three programs and the institutional eligibility rule, the 

administrative rules for all of the remaining student financial assistance programs, except the A+ Scholarship 

Program, require a technical correction as a result of the amendments to the Access Missouri statute.  Because 

that amendment reorganized the definition section of the Access Missouri statute, citation of that section will be 

updated from “sections 173.1102 (2) or (3)” to “subdivision 173.1102.1(2) or (3).”  Amendment of this citation is 

not required for the A+ Scholarship because institutional eligibility is defined by § 160.545.8, RSMo.  Since the 
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updated citation is only a technical correction, marked up version of the five rules are available for review at 

https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/adminrulechanges.php instead of being attached to this item. 

NEXT STEPS 

Upon board approval, staff will file the proposed amendments as required by statute and executive order, 

including with the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules and the Secretary of State. 

RECOMMENDATION 

MHDE staff recommend that the Coordinating Board direct the Commissioner of Higher Education to take all 

actions necessary to ensure the attached proposed rulemakings and the technical amendments described 

above become effective as administrative rules as soon as possible. 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Proposed Public Safety Officer or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant Rule Amendments 

(6 CSR 10-2.100) 

B. Proposed Institutional Eligibility for Student Participation Rule Amendments 

(6 CSR 10-2.140) 

C. Proposed Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program Rule Amendments 

(6 CSR 10-2.150) 

D. Proposed A+ Scholarship Program Rule Amendments (6 CSR 10-2.190) 

 

https://dhe.mo.gov/about/legislative/adminrulechanges.php
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6 CSR 10-2.100 Public Safety Officer or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant Program 

(1) Definitions.  

(H) Institution of postsecondary education or approved institution shall be any private or public institution located 

in Missouri that meets the requirements set forth in [section]subdivision 173.1102.1(2) or (3), RSMo.  

(I) Line of duty shall mean any action of an employee directly connected to their employment with the Department 

of Transportation, or of a public safety officer[, whose primary function is crime control or reduction, enforcement of 
the criminal law, or suppression of fires, and] who is authorized or obligated by law, rule, regulation, or condition of 

employment or service to perform such function. 

(L) Public safety officer shall be any firefighter, uniformed employee of the office of the state fire marshal, 

police officer, capitol police officer, parole officer, probation officer, state correctional employee, water safety officer, 

park ranger, conservation officer, or highway patrolman employed by the state of Missouri or a political subdivision 

thereof, including an individual serving in any such capacity as a certified volunteer, who is killed or permanently 

and totally disabled in the line of duty, or any emergency medical technician, air ambulance pilot, air 

ambulance registered professional nurse, air ambulance registered respiratory therapist, or flight crew 

member, as these terms are defined in subection 173.260.1, RSMo, who is killed or permanently and totally 

disabled in the line of duty.  

(2) Responsibilities of Institutions of Postsecondary Education. Institutions participating in the Public Safety Officer 

or Employee’s Child Survivor Grant program must meet the requirements set forth in 6 CSR 10-2.140, Institutional 

Eligibility for Student Participation.  
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6 CSR 10-2.140 Institutional Eligibility for Student Participation 

 (1) Definitions. 

(A) Approved institution means any institution located in the state of Missouri that meets the requirements set 

forth in [section]subdivision 173.1102.1(2) [or], (3), or (4) RSMo; that has been approved under 6 CSR 10-2.140; 

and that has been approved to participate in the federal student financial assistance programs created in Title IV of 

the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. 

(B) Approved private institution means an educational institution as defined in [section]subdivision 

173.1102.1(2), RSMo. 

(C) Approved public institution means an educational institution as defined in [section]subdivision 173.1102.1(3), 

RSMo. 

(D) Approved virtual institution means an educational institution as defined in subdivision 173.1102.1(4), 

RSMo. 

[(D)](E) CBHE means the Coordinating Board for Higher Education created by section 173.005, RSMo. 

[(E)](F) Department means the Department of Higher Education created by section 173.005, RSMo. 

[(F)](G) Expenses shall mean any charges the student owes to the institution that can be paid with state student 

assistance program funds as defined by each state student assistance program. 

[(G)](H) Standard admission policies shall mean policies approved and published by the approved institution to 

admit students to the institution. 

[(H)](I) State student assistance program shall be any financial aid program created by Missouri statute that 

charges the CBHE with program administration and that establishes institutional eligibility through criteria consistent 

with section 173.1102, RSMo, as determined by the CBHE. 

(3) Institutional Eligibility. 

(B) Public[ and], private, and virtual institutions are eligible to participate in state student assistance programs 

only if they permit faculty members to select textbooks without influence or pressure from any source in order to be 

approved institutions. This requirement is in addition to requirements set forth in [sections]subdivisions 

173.1102.1(2)[ and], (3), and (4), RSMo, and elsewhere in this rule. Selection of textbooks within individual 

departments or schools by faculty curriculum committees shall not be considered inconsistent with this requirement. 

(C) To be an approved private institution, an institution must be a nonprofit educational institution operating 

privately under the control of an independent board and not directly controlled or administered by any public agency 

or political subdivision. This requirement is in addition to requirements set forth in [section]subdivision 

173.1102.1(2), RSMo, and elsewhere in this rule. For the purposes of this rule, an independent board is one that 

meets the following minimum criteria: 

1. The governing instrument of the institution gives the governing board final decision making authority for the 

institution; 

2. The governing board is composed of a number of members as fixed or provided for in the governing 

instrument of the institution, who serve for terms of definite duration; 
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3. Each member of the governing board is free to exercise judgment independently in the interest of the 

institution without being controlled by any person or authority; and 

4. The members of the governing board may not be removed by any authority during their respective terms, 

except for cause.  For purposes of this criterion, “cause” shall not include any reason based upon religious affiliation, 

including failure to follow the directives of any purported superior authority, religious or otherwise. 

 (6) Procedures. 

(C) During a period in which an institution is certified as an approved institution, if a substantial change occurs in 

the institution’s governing structure; in the institution’s hiring policies pertaining to administration, faculty, and staff; 

in the institution’s admissions policies; in the institution’s textbook selection procedures; in the level of programs or 

degrees offered by the institution; in the institution’s qualification for accreditation by the Higher Learning 

Commission or other United States Department of Education-recognized accrediting agency; in the institution’s 

record of compliance with lawfully promulgated CBHE policies and procedures; or in any other matter affecting the 

criteria set forth in [sections]subdivisions 173.1102.1(2)[ or], (3), or (4) RSMo, the CBHE may consider whether 

to terminate the institution’s approved status because of such change. Institutions shall notify the CBHE in writing 

within thirty (30) days after any such change occurs.  Before the CBHE makes a decision regarding the status of 

an approved institution, the CBHE may, at its own discretion, hold one (1) or more public hearing(s) under the 

procedures set forth in subsection (6)(G) of this rule. 
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6 CSR 10-2.150 Access Missouri Financial Assistance Program 

(1) Definitions. 

(E) Approved institution means any institution located in the state of Missouri that meets the requirements set 

forth in [sections]subdivision 173.1102.1(2)[ or], (3), or (4), RSMo, that has been approved under 6 CSR 10-2.140, 

and that has been approved to participate in the federal student financial assistance programs created in Title IV of 

the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. 

(3) Basic Eligibility Policy.  

   (A) To qualify for an Access Missouri award, an initial or a renewal recipient, at the time of his application and 

throughout the period during which the recipient receives the award, must meet the requirements set forth in section 

173.1104, RSMo. 

   (B) Initial or renewal recipients attending an approved virtual institution that fails to meet all of the 

requirements in subdivision 173.1102.1(4), RSMo are not eligible for assistance under sections 173.1104 

and 173.1105, RSMo. 

(5) Award Policy. 

(H) No Access Missouri awards will be granted to a student after— 

1. A baccalaureate degree has been granted to the student; 

2. The [required] hours, or the equivalent to the hours, required for a baccalaureate degree have been 

completed by a student; or 

3. The student has completed one hundred fifty (150) semester hours or the equivalent, or two hundred twenty-

five (225) quarter hours or the equivalent of coursework. 
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6 CSR 10-2.190 A+ Scholarship Program  

(3) Eligibility Policy. 

(A) To qualify for A+ tuition reimbursement, an initial recipient must meet the following criteria: 

1. Attend an A+ designated high school or high schools for at least three (3) years [immediately] prior to 

graduation and graduate from an A+ designated high school. Enrollment [at all A+ designated high schools 
attended]during the three (3) years [period immediately prior to the student’s graduation]in which the student was 

in attendance at one or more A+ designated high schools must total a minimum of eighty percent (80%) of the 

instructional days required by the high school from which the student graduates. Interruptions in enrollment 

cumulatively totaling no more than twenty percent (20%) of instructional days in the three (3) years [period]in which 

the student was in attendance at one or more A+ designated high schools may occur consecutively or 

intermittently; 

 




