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BACKGROUND 

On March 27, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed into law. 
Included in the legislation was funding for a Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund.  

GEER Fund Uses 

As outlined in the CARES Act, each state’s governor may direct the GEER Fund allocation towards the 
following purposes: 

• Providing emergency funds to local educational agencies (LEAs),  

• Providing emergency funds to institutions of higher education (IHEs) serving students within the 
state, and  

• Providing emergency funds to any other IHE, LEA, or education related entity within the state for a 
broad array of purposes ranging from any activity authorized under various federal education laws 
to the provision of child care and early childhood education, social and emotional support, and the 
protection of education-related jobs 

GEER Fund Reporting Requirements 

The U.S. Department of Education (USDE) determined that of the $3 billion in GEER funds provided 
by the U.S. Congress, Missouri would receive $54.6 million pending approval of a completed 
certification and agreement. The certification and agreement to USDE includes a description on how 
the state would use the GEER Funds and insurances that, within 45 days of receiving the funds, an 
initial report that details how the state will award funds to LEAs, IHEs, or other education-related entities 
would be submitted. As part of the reporting requirements and assurances outlined in the CARES Act 
and USDE’s certification and agreement, a state must also submit the criteria it used to determine those 
entities that are “most significantly impacted by the coronavirus” or are “essential for carrying out 
emergency educational services.”  In addition, recipients of the GEER Funds meeting the CARES Act’s 
“large covered fund” threshold must comply with Section 15011(b)(2) of the law.  

With the assistance of both the Department of Higher Education and Workforce Development 
(DHEWD) and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE), the Governor’s Office 
through the Office of Administration (OA) submit a GEER Fund application which was approved. Funds 
were awarded on May 20; the state now has until July 6 to submit its initial report.   
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General Assembly Action 

The Missouri General Assembly designated the uses of the GEER Funds through HB 2003’s passage. 
Specially, the General Assembly determined the $54.6 million awarded to Missouri would be allocated 
as follows: 

• $23.6 million to DHEWD for institutions of higher education    
• $1 million for the Fast Track Incentive Grant Program 
• $30 million to the DESE  

As of June 10, the Governor has not signed HB 2003 into law. It is not clear whether the General 
Assembly’s recommendations are binding on the Governor or if he will choose to align his decisions 
with the amounts appropriated in the bill. 

CURRENT STATUS 

DHEWD staff is in communication with the Governor’s Office, OA, and DESE on expectations and 
additional clarity surrounding responsibility. These conversations include discussions on a 
memorandum of understanding between all parties and the GEER Fund’s maintenance of effort 
requirement.    

NEXT STEPS 

DHEWD staff will seek feedback on a framework for determining award amounts to institutions during 
the June 17, 2020, CBHE meeting. DHEWD staff will also follow up with CBHE members and institution 
presidents/chancellors and CFOs for additional feedback through Wednesday, June 24, 2020, in order 
to meet the U.S. Department of Education reporting deadline.  

RECOMMENDATION 

This is an informational item only. 

ATTACHMENT 
• Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund Application 
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