Journey to Tollege

It's Never
Too Early

To Plan for College and a Career




Where
will
your

journe
lead?

Getting an education is more
important than ever before.
Although you won’t apply to
college until high school, there
are many things you can do to
be ready when the time comes.
So, when should you start
planning for the future? The
answer is now!







Make
A Plan

What is college?

College is taking more classes or training for a specific
career after you finish high school. It includes professional
certificates, degrees earned at technical schools, two-year
community colleges, four-year universities, and online
degree programs. It all counts as college!

Why consider college?

Most jobs today require some education beyond high school.

College can open the door to more job opportunities and
higher pay. It can also be a great experience, opening your
eyes to other cultures and meeting new people.

Discover your interests

Take classes, volunteer, and join in activities to help you
decide what you like to do most. Once you know what you
like, you can explore careers that match up.

Ask yourself questions, like:

+ Do you like helping people?

+ Do you like working with your hands or designing new
things?

+ What are some things you’re good at?

+ What have you found that’s really interesting or exciting to
do in school or after school?

Look for summer camps that relate to things you like to do.
Try job shadowing! Job shadowing is following someone
while they work so that you can learn more about their
job. Try interviewing people who have careers you find
interesting. Explore all kinds of jobs to get a good feel for
what you like most.

As more jobs require education
after high school, Missouri is
working toward a goal of

Establish
Good Habits

Choices you make now
can help you succeed in
high school and prepare
for college. It’s important
to adopt good habits
early on.

Spend time
reading.

Pay
attention
in class.

@ Learn how
to study.

@ Practice
being on
time.

Learn how
to budget.




Make
The Grade

College graduates with a
bachelor’s degree earn $1 million
more in a lifetime, on average,
than those without a degree.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor and Statistics 2021

Being the best student you can be will
help you get into college and succeed
once you're there. Take school seriously
and learn as much as you can. Getting
good grades can create more chances for

scholarships and give you more choices for

where you could attend college. Working
hard now will pay off in the end.

Kn oW Your
Options

It’s okay if you don’t know what you want
to be when you grow up. There are a lot
of careers to choose from. Now is a good
time to learn about the types of jobs
available. Find some careers you might
like by interviewing people with different
jobsinyour area.

You can ask the
following questions:

« Whatis a typical workday like?

+ How do you use technology in your job?

+ What type of education did you have to
complete?

+ What do you like most about your job?

« What would people be surprised to
know about your job?

Make the Most of School
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Complete
all classwork
on time.

Y

Get involved
in activities and
organizations.

&

Practice
being a good
leader.

ol

Never give up
and ask for
help when you
need it.




Parents, Think About

College Now

achieve their goals.

The benefits of college

As more jobs require education beyond

high school, Missouri is working toward a
goal of 60 percent of adults with a degree or
certificate by 2030. While not every career
requires a college degree, higher education
can pave the way for more employment
opportunities. Continuing education beyond
high school to any level isimportant. More
education is often tied to:

« lower unemployment rates
« higher pay
« better health care benefits

It’s never too early to start thinking about college. Talk with your childr
hopes and dreams. Help them develop their interests and skills throug
activities, and hobbies. Once they reach their final year in high school, t
ready to make some important decisions about the kind of education th

Paying for college

Higher education doesn’t have to be
out of reach due to cost. Degree and
certificate programs come in a range of
prices, depending on the type of school
students choose and the financial aid
they receive.

Missouri has many affordable higher
education options. The cost to attend
college at numerous Missouri schools
can be found at dhewd.mo.gov/data

tuitionandfees.php.

Federal and state grants, scholarships,
work-study, and loans are available

to a majority of students to help pay

for college. The U.S. Department of
Education and the state of Missouri offer
millions of dollars in financial aid to
students each year.


http://dhewd.mo.gov/data/tuitionandfees.php
http://dhewd.mo.gov/data/tuitionandfees.php
https://journeytocollege.mo.gov

Advance
Your Career

87% of undergraduate students

receive some form of financial aid.
Source: The Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (2019-2020)

Saving for college

Start saving for college as early as possible. It’s never too early to start planning, but it’s also
You can watch your savings grow while your  never too late. If you're interested in continuing
children grow. Money saved through MOST your education, there are financial aid options

529 — a state-sponsored college savings plan  available. Check out MOFastTrack.com to learn
that offers tax advantages — can be used for  ahout a grant to help Missouri adults earn their
college tuition, certain housing expenses, certificate, degree, or industry-recognized
books, supplies, and other qualifying higher  credential. It’s never too late to be a role model.
education expenses. Find out more at

Missourimost.org.

Student Stories

Khushi Xzavier Alli

Rockhurst University Lincoln University University of Missouri
Major: Undecided Major: Computer Science Columbia
Major: Childhood Education

To prepare myself for college I plan to be a software developer
I took Project Lead the Way or do cybersecurity. Explore your | prepared for college by
courses to learn more about options! You don t have to have your first getting good grades
different careers and the areas | major decided. Being on a college in high school. College
was interested in. It was a lot of campus gives you the opportunity is a great opportunity to
hands on learning. to meet new people and be involved grow academically and

in campus activities. personally.”


http://Missourimost.org
http://MOFastTrack.com

% DEPARTMENT OF
. HIGHER EDUCATION &
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
P.O. Box 1469, Jefferson City, MO 65102-1469

800-473-6757 // 573-751-3940 // Fax: 573-751-6635
dhewd.mo.gov // info@dhewd.mo.gov

0 journeytocollege O Journey2College journey2college

The Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development
administers a variety of federal and state grant, scholarship, and financial
literacy programs. For more information about student financial assistance,
contact the Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce
Development at 800-473-6757 or 573-751-3940. The Missouri Department
of Higher Education & Workforce Development has no control over, or
responsibility for, material on other websites provided in this document.
The Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development
does not verify the information on linked sites and does not endorse these
sites or their sources. Links are provided as a convenience only to Missouri
Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development customers. The
Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development makes
every effort to provide program accessibility to all citizens without regard
to disability. If you require this publication in an alternate form, contact the
Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development at
800-473-6757 or 573-751-3940. Hearing/Speech impaired citizens may call
800-735-2966. Content accurate at time of printing, July 2023. For the latest
information, visit dhewd.mo.gov or studentaid.gov.
© 2023 Missouri Department of Higher Education & Workforce Development


http://journeytocollege.mo.gov
dhe.mo.gov
mailto:info%40dhewd.mo.gov?subject=
www.facebook.com/journeytocollege
www.twitter.com/Journey2College



