
I worried whether my 
food would run out 
before I got money 
to buy more.”

Equity in Missouri Higher Education
In fall 2020, MDHEWD disseminated a qualitative survey to students specifically to 
gather information regarding the experience of paying for school. More than 9,900 
students responded. Almost 40 percent of respondents were recipients of either the 
Pell grant or the Access Missouri grant, which are used as proxies of low-income status.

“The food that I 
bought just didn’t 
last, and I didn’t 
have money to 
get more.”

“I couldn’t afford 
to eat balanced 
meals.”
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Of the survey respondents, 38.5 percent reported 
taking out some form of student loans. 
Low-income students were nearly twice as likely 
to take out student loans (54 percent) compared to 
their higher-income peers (29 percent), while Black 
and Hispanic students are slightly more likely to 
take out loans.

Of those employed 
students, 27.4 percent 
reported working more 
than one job.

Roughly 56 percent of 
the survey respondents 
reported being employed.
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